The first week of June 1997, organized medicine scored what it considered to be two major legislative victories: I) the California Legislature deferred for the rest of the year an assembly bill, AB250, to modify the Medical Injury Compensation Reform Act (MICRA) to raise the $250,000 cap on noneconomic damages (pain and suffering), and 2) in Washington, DC the Health Subcommittee of the Ways and Means Committee voted 13 to 0 for a Medicare bill containing MICRA-like provisions. Physicians in the United States understandably dislike being sued and MICRA, the law in California since 1975, by its procedural dictates has effectively eliminated the filing of nuisance medical malpractice suits . Plaintiffs' attorneys must obtain medical consultation and conduct an adequate investigation to confirm that a malpractice case exists before filing. This is fair for everyone. The $250 ,000 cap on pain and suffering is another matter and, in fairness to the injured person , should probably be increased to a realistic amount. The AB250 was a bad bill because it included age discrimination and introduced a way to manipulate the use of "gross" vs. 
